Andre Cirino’s 4 Topics for Australian Visit – 2nd to 22nd May, 2010

1. Who is the God of the prayer of Francis and Clare? 

This question is explored through the prism the Trinitarian theology of St. Bonaventure and the Incarnational theology of Blessed John Duns Scotus and aimed at the Franciscan “in the trenches.” 

Each of us has one’s own image of God, and when one goes to pray, how or what do we imagine God to be? For Saints Francis and Clare, God was “all good, supreme good, total good, you who alone are good.”  Later on, St. Bonaventure would build on this theme of good—bonum—with the understanding that good is the name the true believer gives to God. As Francis’ theologian, Bonaventure unfolds his Trinitarian structure of God in chapter six of his famous work, The Journey of the Human Person into God. And Blessed John Duns Scotus makes this God real for us when he elaborates on the Primacy of Christ. 

2. What is Franciscan Solitude all about? 
The answer to this question from St. Francis’ writing which I name his Document on Solitude demonstrates an integral dimension of his prayer life.

(A single page handout is necessary for each participant.)

From the earliest days of his conversion, St. Francis sought God out in the caves surrounding Assisi. He would frequently seek out places of solitude in order to commune with God in silence. When the earliest brothers joined him, he continued this practice of praying in solitude. While the brotherhood was small, they were able to learn this form of prayer by observing what St. Francis did. When there were several thousand brothers, St. Francis wrote down simply and succinctly a way for them to seek God in solitude. Today that writing is known as his Document on Solitude. This presentation will comprise an analysis together with contemporary experiences of his Document on Solitude.

3.         A Walk through St. Bonaventure’s Itinerium Mentis in Deum, His Journey of the   Human Person into God.
A survey of this masterpiece [1259] of the Seraphic Doctor demonstrates its viability for our own journey into the heart of God.

In the fall of 1259, St. Bonaventure, the seventh general minister of the Franciscan Order, was longing “to satisfy the desire of his spirit for peace.” As Bonaventure describes it: “It happened around the time of the thirty-third anniversary of the death of Saint Francis that I was moved by a divine inspiration and withdrew to Mount LaVerna since it was a place of quiet.” And from his experience on LaVerna he composed his famous work, The Journey of the Human Person into God, describing how he encountered God outside himself, within himself and beyond himself leading him into a deep union with God. This talk will unfold the wisdom of the Seraphic Doctor regarding the experience of God in our lives.

4.             St. Francis Office of the Passion: An Introduction
St. Francis of Assisi composed this very original prayer which would permit him to listen every day to the voice of the Son of God, his Teacher. The Legend of St. Clare [30] states: “She learned the Office of the Cross as Francis, the lover of the Cross, arranged it, and used it frequently with a similar fondness.” 

(This would require 2 sessions and a copy of The Geste of the Great King for each participant.)

Office of the Passion

of St. Francis of Assisi

A Workshop

St. Francis of Assisi composed a very original prayer form—commonly known as his Office of the Passion—which would permit him to listen every day to the voice of the Son of God, his Teacher. The Legend of St. Clare [30] states: “She learned the Office of the Cross as Francis, the lover of the Cross, arranged it, and used it frequently with a similar fondness.” So both Francis and Clare prayed the Office of the Passion, she frequently and he seven times daily. 

The Franciscan Institute at St. Bonaventure University published a prayer book on this Little Office, The Geste of the Great King. Josef Raischl, SFO, composed original melodies for the entire Little Office and also produced a CD. Two artists, Marc Lisle and Christine Cavalier, were engaged to illuminate the manuscript, producing artistic linkages between the written text and the iconic text of the San Damiano Crucifix (available in slides).

	 
	
[image: image1.png]





Schedule
10:00

Session 1
Two General Introductions 

11:00

Break

11:15

Session 2
Ordinary Components of Little Office

12:30 PM
Lunch


1:00

Session 3
Psalm of Francis 1: Recite Little Office with Psalm 1

1:45

Break

2:00

Session 4
Psalm of Francis 6: Sing Little Office with Psalm 6

3:00

Departure

The FFA contacts for the organisation in States are: Mary Burke fmm in Melbourne; Pia Galea osc in Sydney and Pauline Robinson mfic for Brisbane. The program will be forwarded to you in November. 
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